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SERMON. 


"And  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven  saying  unto  me :  write,  Blessed  are  the  dead  which 
die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth;  yea  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  their 
labors;  and  their  works  do  follow  them." — Revelations  xiv.  13. 

These  precious  words  from  heaven  are  full  of  deep  and 
grateful  meaning.  They  were  spoken  by  Him  who  controls 
the  issues  of  death,  and  knows  perfectly  the  condition  of  all 
those  who  die  in  the  Lord.  He  declares  of  them,  that  they 
are  blessed ;  of  course,  that  they  are  presently  existing,  in  a 
state  of  conscious  activity  and  enjo}mient;  that  cares,  and 
toils,  and  sufferings,  in  respect  to  them,  are  over  and  gone ; 
and  that  their  works  of  faith,  and  labors  of  love,  done  in  this 
state  of  their  probation,  follow  them,  in  their  consequences, 
in  that  state  of  joy  and  blessedness,  in  which  they  now  dwell 
in  the  presence  of  their  Lord. 

These  are  great  truths,  my  brethren ;  and  how  cheering  a 
light  do  they  shed  over  the  otherwise  dark  uncertainties  of 
the  spiritual  world  ?  The  poor  heathen  know  nothing  of  that 
world.  No  voice  of  consolation  comes  to  cheer  them,  as  they 
press  towards  the  grave,  or  deposit  in  that  dark  and  silent 
house,  the  remains  of  departed  friends.  It  is  all  to  them  a 
mystery;  and  they  have  no  hope  that  reaches  beyond  the 
tomb.  The  same  is  true  of  the  infidel,  and  of  all  others,  who 
turn  away  from  the  voice  that  speaketh  to  us  from  heaven. 
They  know  not  what  awaits  them  hereafter;  nor  what  is  the 
condition  of  those  who  have  gone  before  them  to  the  state  be- 


yond  the  grave.  An  impenetrable  darkness  hangs  over  their 
futurity ;  and  no  light  of  hope  gilds  the  melancholy  gloom. 
The  doctrine  of  immortality,  at  least  in  all  its  cheering  and 
practical  influences,  is,  exclusively,  a  doctrine  of  revelation. 
Natural  religion  may  conjecture;  but  natural  religion  can  give 
us  no  certainty,  that  we  shall  exist  hereafter;  much  less  can 
it  tell  us  in  what  state  we  shall  exist;  or  what  scenes  await 
us  on  leaving  this  our  earthly  abode.  It  has  no  word  of  com- 
fort to  speak  to  the  afflicted,  and  the  sorrowful ;  and  no  ground 
of  submission  to  present,  under  the  trials  and  bereavements 
of  life,  other  than  that  of  necessity.  It  was  once  said  to  Au- 
gustus, the  Roman  Emperor,  to  comfort  him  in  the  loss  of  one 
of  his  legions,  "you  cannot  help  it,  and  why  should  you 
mourn?"  It  was  the  best  and  only  consolation  philosophy 
could  offer  him ;  but  it  is  a  consolation  fitted  rather  to  drive 
to  despair,  than  to  hold  up  and  animate  with  hope,  amid  the 
disappointments  and  sorrows  of  this  mortal  state.  How  dif- 
ferent are  the  words  spoken  to  us  in  the  blessed  gospel  ? 
There,  life  and  immortality  are  brought  to  light.  The  grave 
has  been  passed  through  by  him  who  is  our  forerunner  to  the 
world  of  immortal  life  and  blessedness ;  and  enthroned  in 
that  world  himself,  the  conqueror  of  death  and  hell  for  all  his 
followers,  he  now  speaks  to  us  from  heaven  in  the  cheering 
voice,  which  says:  "Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the 
Lord  from  henceforth;  yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may 
rest  from  their  labors ;  and  their  works  do  follow  them." 

There  are  two  leading  thoughts  suggested  in  the  text, 
which  I  propose  to  illustrate  on  this  occasion. 

I.  What  it  is  to  die  in  the  Lord ;  and 

II.  The  blessedness  of  such  as  die  in  him. 

I.  The  text,  you  perceive,  like  all  other  scriptures  relating 
to  the  future  characters  and  destinies  of  men,  is  'distinctive. 
It  does  not  say  that  all  who  die  are  blessed,  but  only  such  as 
die  in  the  Lord.     It  marks  off  a  particular  class  of  persons, 


as  partakers  of  blessedness  after  death ;  and  it  characterizes 
them  by  the  distinctive  phrase — dying  in  the  Lord.  What, 
then,  is  the  meaning  of  the  phrase?  Something  more  is 
meant  by  it,  we  may  be  sure,  than  dying  in  a  general  belief 
of  Christianity,  or  in  a  profession  of  the  name  of  Christ.  Ma- 
ny have  this  belief  and  make  this  profession,  who  are  not  in 
the  Lord ;  and,  who  dying,  do  not  die  in  the  Lord,  but  in  a 
fearful,  everlasting  separation  from  him.  To  be  in  the  Lord 
is  the  same  thing  as  to  be  in  Christ;  and  to  be  in  Christ,  an 
Apostle  teaches  us,  is  to  be  a  new  creature,  a  christian;  one 
who  has  been  engrafted,  a  living  branch,  into  Christ,  the  living 
vine,  and  in  virtue  of  this  union,  growing  up  into  a  resem- 
blance to  him  the  head,  and  bringing  forth  fruit  to  the  glory 
of  his  precious  name.  This  it  is  to  be  in  the  Lord ;  and  this 
helps  us  at  once  to  understand  what  is  meant  by  dying  in  the 
Lord.  It  is  to  die  in  him  as  a  Christian ;  as  one,  who  has 
fled  to  him  for  refuge  ;  who  has  trusted  in  his  name  for  par- 
don and  acceptance  with  God,  and  has  built  all  his  hopes  of 
salvation  on  his  atoning  blood  and  interceding  love.  He  who 
dies  in  the  Lord  has  previously  died  unto  sin ;  he  has  been 
delivered  from  its  dominion  and  curse  by  the  grace  of  the 
Holy  Spirit ;  and  by  the  same  grace,  he  has  been  united  to 
Christ  by  a  new  and  living  faith,  which  worketh  by  love  and 
overcometh  the  world.  This  of  course  implies  a  renewal  of 
heart,  or  that  great  moral  change  which  is  indicated  by  being 
born  again.  No  man  is  in  Christ  but  by  virtue  of  a  new  and 
spiritual  birth  ;  or  that  engrafting  into  him,  which  is  effected 
by  the  Spirit  of  God,  working  spriritual  affections  in  the  in- 
ner man,  and  uniting  the  soul,  in  love,  in  trust,  in  purpose 
and  aim  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  the  great  interests  of 
his  Kingdom.  He,  who  is  thus  in  Christ,  has  received  him 
as  the  Lord  his  righteousness,  is  actuated  by  his  spirit,  cor- 
dially believes  the  truths  of  his  word,  loves  to  sit  at  his  feet 
to  learn  of  him,  and  humbly  aims  to  live,  not  unto  himself, 
but  unto  him  who  died  for  him  and  rose  again. 


The  person  here  contemplated  may  not  be  able  to  trace, 
with  precision,  the  process  of  the  change  which  has  been 
wrought  in  him,  and  which  has  brought  him  to  Christ  as  his 
Saviour  and  King.  He  may  only  be  able  to  say ;  whereas  I 
was  once  blind,  now  I  see.  And  in  his  general  experience,  he 
may  not  be  favored,  as  some  are,  with  high  exercises  of  joy 
and  peace  and  hope.  These  exercises  depend  much  on  nat- 
ural temperament,  and  on  other  circumstances  over  which 
the  mind  has  no  direct  control ;  and  though  they  are  very 
pleasant,  and  often  very  helpful  in  the  christian  life,  they  are 
far  from  being  the  brightest  and  best  evidence  of  christian 
character.  Humility,  self-diffidence,  a  steady  regard  for  du- 
ty, and  a  faithful  endeavor,  in  all  things,  to  know  and  do  the 
will  of  Christ — these  constitute  the  elements  of  the  experience 
of  many  of  the  most  devoted  and  useful  of  the  servants  of 
Christ ;  and  certainly,  they  are  better  than  all  joy  and  confi- 
dence and  hope,  as  marks  of  piety,  and  of  an  interest  in  the 
great  salvation. 

So,  when  the  person,  whom  we  are  describing,  comes  to 
die,  there  may  be  no  elevation  of  mind,  no  strong  confidence, 
or  triumphant  hope.  In  these  particulars  Christians  differ 
exceedingly  in  the  closing  scene  of  life.  Cowper  died  under 
a  cloud  ;  and  the  eminently  pious  Thomas  Scott  was  greatly 
perplexed,  in  his  last  sickness,  by  doubts  and  fears,  as  to  his 
acceptance  with  God.  Bunyan,  always  true  to  nature,  and 
to  grace  also,  in  his  delineations  of  character,  has  described 
his  pilgrims  as  passing  over  the  river  of  death,  with  a  great 
variety  of  feelings  and  views.  It  is  not  the  manner  of  one's 
death  that  decides  any  thing  as  to  his  being  in  the  Lord  or 
not ;  but  the  habits  of  his  life.  Where  these  have  been  cha- 
racterized by  the  fear  and  the  love  of  God,  by  an  humble 
trust  in  Christ  as  the  only  Saviour  of  lost  men,  and  a  tender 
regard  for  his  cause  and  glory,  manifested  in  an  obedient 
christian  life,  there  is  exhibited  the  best  evidence  of  the  soul's 
union  with  the  Redeemer ;  and  though  no  bright  hope  should 


be  enjoyed  in  the  dying  hour,  though  the  subject  should  even 
die  under  a  cloud  and  enter  the  dark  valley  with  a  trembling 
step,  still  he  dies  in  the  Lord ;  his  union  to  Christ  is  not  af- 
fected by  the  manner  of  his  death ;  and  when  he  closes  his 
eyes  on  this  world,  it  is  to  open  them  in  another  and  a  better. 
He  is  blessed  from  henceforth ;  he  rests  from  his  labors  and 
his  works  do  follow  him.     This  brings  us  to  consider, — 

II.  The  blessedness  of  them  that  die  in  the  Lord. 

In  considering  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  might  speak  of 
their  place  of  residence, — heaven,  the  world  of  everlasting 
purity  and  love;  of  their  employments, — adapted  to  their 
spiritual  nature  and  fitted  to  make  them  perfectly  and  forever 
happy ;  of  their  society, — reunited  to  their  former  friends,  to 
the  redeemed  and  to  the  Saviour  of  their  souls,  never  more 
to  be  separated  from  them ;  and  of  their  prospects,  bright  with 
heavenly  light,  with  nothing  to  interrupt  or  obscure,  during 
eternal  ages.  But  waiving  these  topics,  I  choose  rather  to 
dwell  upon  the  thoughts,  contained  in  the  text,  as  illustrating 
the  blessedness  of  them  that  die  in  the  Lord. 

1.  It  is  said  of  them, — they  rest  from  their  labors.  Not  that 
they  cease  to  be  active,  or  pass,  on  leaving  the  body,  into  a 
state  of  indolent  repose.  The  Scriptures  give  no  countenance 
to  the  dream  of  the  soul's  sleep  after  death.  It  enters  imme- 
diately into  a  state  of  happiness.  Its  powers  of  action  and 
enjoyment,  so  far  from  being  suspended  at  death,  do,  no 
doubt,  acquire  new  vigor,  and  rise  to  a  state  of  higher  activi- 
ty and  blessedness.  The  language  of  our  text  is  decisive. 
The  dead,  who  die  in  the  Lord,  are  blessed.  There  is  no 
period  intervening  between  death,  and  their  entering  into  the 
joy  of  their  Lord.  Their  blessedness,  in  the  presence  of  God, 
is  from  henceforth,  or  from  the  moment  they  pass  through  the 
change  of  death.  When  it  is  said,  then,  that  they  rest  from 
their  labors,  the  reference  must  be  to  such  labors  only  as 
are   incident  to  the   present   state   of  being;   as   weary — 
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exhaust.     They  rest  from  anxiety  and  care,  from  toil  and 
suffering,  from  conflicts  and  trials,  from  doubts  and  fears, 
from    every   thing,    in    a   word,    inconsistent   with    a   state 
of  complete  blessedness.     I  need  not  speak  here,  particular- 
ly, of  the  Christian's  labors,  understanding,  by  this  phrase, 
whatever  perplexes,  tries,  agitates  and  wearies  him  while 
here  in  the  body.     They  are  many  and  great.     Even  an 
Apostle,  under  the  pressure  of  them,  often  groaned,  being 
burdened.     And  what  disciple  has  not,  at  times,  been  ready 
to  be  weary  and  to  faint  in  the  way,  as  he  has  been  called  to 
press  on  amid  the  trials  of  his  warfare  ;  to  conflict  with  flesh 
and  blood,  with  principalities  and  powers,  with  the  cares,  so- 
licitudes, weaknesses,  faintings  and  fears  that  attend  him  at 
every  step  in  his  earthly  pilgrimage.     From  all  these,  from 
the  fight  of  faith,  from  the  race  for  the  prize,  from  watching 
and  striving,  from  sin,  from  error,  from  sorrow  and  evil  of 
every  kind,  the  servant  of  Jesus  rests  the  moment  he  dies  and 
passes  away  from  these  earthly  scenes.    He  enters  into  peace. 
He  has  done  with  toils  and  trials  of  every  name.     He  has 
parted  from  them  forever,  and  is  at  rest  in  the  bosom  of  his 
God ;  fixed  eternally  in  that  state  where  the  wicked  cease 
from  troubling  and  the  weary  are  at  rest ;  where  there  is  no 
more    sickness,   pain,   death  or  mourning;  but  where  God 
wipes  away  all  tears,  and  sorrow  and  sighing  forever  flee 
away. 

2.  It  is  said  of  them  that  die  in  the  Lord,  that  their  works 
do  follow  them.  Works  done  by  us,  sinners  as  we  are,  can- 
not, of  course,  merit  for  us  acceptance  with  God,  or  lay  any 
foundation  for  our  justification  in  his  sight.  Here  our  only 
ground  of  trust  is  the  atonement  of  Christ.  His  merits  alone 
can  avail  for  our  pardon  in  the  presence  of  a  holy  God. 

But  though  works  cannot  justify,  they  can  and  will,  through 
grace,  be  remembered  to  our  joy,  by  our  divine  Lord,  in  the 
future  world,  and  be  the  occasion  of  brightening  eternally  our 
crown  of  glory  in  his  presence.     The  great  truth  taught  us  in 


the  phrase  their  works  do  follow  them,  is  this  : — works  done  for 
God  in  this  world  follow  us,  in  their  blessed  consequences, 
in  the  world  to  come  ;  their  results  pass  over  into  the  future 
state,  and  we  shall  there  reap  from  them  rich  and  everlasting 
rewards.  This  is  the  uniform  doctrine  of  the  Scriptures. 
A  cup  of  cold  water,  our  blessed  Lord  assures  us,  given  to 
one  of  his  disciples  from  love  to  his  name,  shall  in  no  wise 
lose  its  reward.  Nay,  so  intimately  does  the  Saviour  identi- 
fy himself  with  human  want  and  human  wo,  that  he  regards 
what  is  done  by  his  friends  to  relieve  the  needy  and  the  suf- 
fering, as  done  unto  him,  and  he  will  so  account  and  reward 
it,  in  the  day  of  final  adjustment.*  There  is  one  great  prin- 
ciple running  through  the  whole  Bible, —  is  indeed  involved 
in  the  very  idea  of  a  moral  government,  or  of  our  being  now 
in  a  state  of  probation, — which  is,  that  there  is  an  establish- 
ed connection  between  our  conduct  here,  and  our  condition 
hereafter ;  that  whatsoever  we  sow  in  this  life,  that  shall  we 
reap  in  the  life  to  come  ;  t"  that  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  the 
future  world  bear  a  similar  relation  to  what  is  done  in  this, 
as  the  harvest  bears  to  the  seed  sown."  This  stamps  an 
amazing  importance  on  human  conduct.  This  makes  it  a 
solemn  thing  to  live  and  act  in  this  world.  Every  thing  we 
do  here  is  a  seed  for  eternity,  which  will  spring  up  and  bear 
fruit  forever.  We  are  very  apt  to  think  but  little  of  the  ulti- 
mate bearing  of  our  conduct  from  day  to  day.  We  look  only 
at  the  present,  and  consider  not,  how,  from  every  thing  we 
say  and  do,  there  goes  forth  an  influence,  which  will  be  felt 
by  us,  and  by  others,  with  whom  we  are  connected,  eternal 
ages  after  present  scenes  shall  ha/ve  passed  away.  Such, 
however,  is  the  fact ;  and  it  is  clearly  implied  in  the  declara- 
tion— their  works  do  follow  them* 

Let  us  dwell  here  a  moment.  A  lesson  is  brought  before 
us  which  it  infinitely  concerns  us  to  have  deeply  and  practi- 
cally impressed  on  our  minds. 

*  Matthew  xxv.  31-46.  t  Gal.  vi.  7,  8, 
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Works  done  in  the  true  spirit  of  obedience — and  I  speak 
of  no  other — exert  a  three-fold  influence  which  will  follow 
us,  in  its  consequences,  in  the  heavenly  state. 

1.  They  exert  a  direct  and  most  happy  influence  in  the 
formation  of  our  character,  or  in  qualifjing  us  for  distinguished 

rewards  in  heaven.  The  rewards  bestowed  upon  us  here- 
after will,  of  course,  be  of  a  spiritual  nature  ;  and  they  must 
correspond  with  our  capacity  for  receiving  them.  If  by 
making  eminent  attainments  in  knowledge  and  holiness  here, 
we  become  capacitated  for  high  and  peculiar  happiness  here- 
after, such  happiness  will  be  bestowed  upon  us,  and  not  oth- 
erwise. Now  of  all  the  means  adapted  to  enlarge  the  heart, 
to  elevate  the  character,  to  form  us  after  the  image  of  Christ 
and  fit  us  for  his  presence  and  kingdom,  none  is  more  ef- 
ficient than  the  habit  of  doing  good.  This  formed  one  of 
the  most  striking  traits  in  the  character  of  our  Lord ;  and  all 
who  imitate  him  in  this  particular,  going  about  to  do  good, 
come  under  an  influence  of  the  purest  and  noblest  kind, — an 
influence  which  operates  to  make  them  like  Christ,  and  qual- 
ify them  for  high  and  peculiar  happiness  in  his  kingdom. 
The  very  spirit  which  prompts  them  to  do  good,  is  the  spirit 
of  heaven ;  and  in  proportion  as  it  is  cherished  in  them  as  a 
principle  of  feeling  and  action,  it  enlarges  their  capacity  for 
happiness,  and  fits  them  to  shine  with  distinguished  lustre  in 
the  world  of  glory.  In  this  view,  every  work  done  from  love 
to  Christ  and  his  cause,  impresses  itself  directly  on  the  chris- 
tian's character  ;  it  becomes,  as  it  were,  a  new  element  of  his 
being ;  makes  him  holier  and  happier  now,  and  so  prepares 
him  to  be  holier  and  happier  forever. 

2.  Works  done  in  obedience  to  God  exert  a  present 
happy  influence  over  others,  as  well  as  over  him  who  does 
them.  It  matters  not,  whether  these  works  are  done  with 
direct  reference  to  yourself,  for  your  own  personal  progress 
in  the  divine  life  ;  or  whether  they  are  done  with  the  imme- 
diate view  of  benefiting  others  around  you.     In  either  case, 
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an  influence  of  the  happiest  kind  is  exerted  upon  others,  the 
fruits  of  which  your  gracious  Lord  and  Saviour  will  cause  to 
redound  to  }rour  own  blessedness,  in  the  day  when  he  shall 
distribute  to  his  friends  the  rewards  of  his  grace.  No  disciple 
of  the  Saviour  ever  does  a  good  work  for  his  fellow  men,  which 
will  not  yield  fruit  to  himself  in  the  heavenly  world.  Every 
such  work  is  twice  blessed ;  it  blesses  him  who  does  it,  and 
him  for  whom  it  is  done ;  it  blesses  in  time,  and  blesses  in 
eternity.  He  that  goeth  forth  weeping,  bearing  precious 
seed,  shall  doubtless  come  again  rejoicing,  bringing  his 
sheaves  with  him.  Benevolent  causes  which  you  may  have 
been  instrumental  in  setting  in  operation  here,  will  go  on  pro- 
ducing their  results  long  after  you  shall  have  gone  to  your 
rest  in  heaven ;  and  every  new  result  springing  from  such 
causes,  will  pour  additional  joy  into  your  bosom  in  the  pres- 
ence of  your  Lord.  You  set  before  others  a  christian  ex- 
ample ;  they  see  you  humble,  meek,  benevolent,  self-de- 
nying, living  above  the  world  and  near  to  God,  striving  to 
honor  the  name  of  your  Saviour  and  do  good  to  your  fellow 
men.  All  this,  we  know,  exerts  a  happy,  transforming  in- 
fluence on  your  own  character,  and  so  will  enhance  your 
blessedness  hereafter.  But  there  is  another  influence ;  that 
which  you  exert  over  your  fellow  men ;  and  this  too  will  go 
to  increase  your  joy  in  the  heavenly  state.  You  make  a 
christian  visit  to  a  poor  family ;  you  instruct  a  class  in  a 
Sabbath  school ;  you  give  a  book  or  tract  to  an  unconverted 
neighbor ;  you  educate  an  orphan  child,  or  a  pious  youth  for 
the  ministry ;  or  you  contribute  of  your  property  to  aid  in 
sending  the  Bible  and  the  missionary  to  the  dying  heathen. 
In  all  this,  it  is  certain,  you  are  improving  your  own  charac- 
ter, and  so  preparing  for  yourself  a  brighter  crown  in  heaven. 
But  in  addition  to  this,  you  are  making  impressions  upon  oth- 
ers, laying  trains  of  useful  influence,  which  will  continue  to 
produce  their  results  till  the  end  of  time  and  forever ;  and 
these  results,  though  relating  directly  to  others,  will  have  a 
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reflex  influence  on  yourself  in  the  place  of  your  future  abode ; 
and  as  you  behold  them  developing  from  age  to  age,  you  will 
discover  a  meaning  in  the  language  which  you  can  now  but 
very  imperfectly  comprehend, — their  works  do  follow  them. 

There  is  a  great  fellowship  of  labor  and  of  blessedness  in 
the  kingdom  of  grace.  What  is  done  by  one  blesses  another ; 
and  the  seed  sown  in  one  age,  springs  up  and  bears  fruit  to 
the  joy  of  those  who  live  in  another  and  distant  age.  Hence 
the  Saviour  represents  the  Prophets  as  sowing  and  the  Apos- 
tles as  reaping,  or  entering  into  their  labors. — He  that  reapeth 
receiveth  wages,  and  gathereth  fruit  unto  life  eternal;  that  both  he 
that  soweth  and  he  that  reapeth  may  rejoice  together.  The  ser- 
vants of  Christ  receive  wages  which  accompany  their  toils  in 
the  present  life  ;  and  they  gather  fruit  unto  eternal  life  in  the 
effects  of  their  labors  in  bringing  souls  to  Christ,  and  so  en- 
hancing the  blessedness  of  heaven.  The  self-propagating 
and  ever-widening  influence  of  good-doing  is  too  apt  to  be  lost 
sight  of.  The  Apostle  Paul  lived  and  labored  eighteen  hun- 
dred years  ago.  But  though  dead,  he  j^et  speaketh.  His 
faithful  and  benevolent  labors  have  brought  forth  abundant 
fruits,  which  are  now  blessing  the  whole  christian  world. 
And  hourly,  no  doubt,  souls  are  passing  into  heaven,  who 
hail  him  as  their  spiritual  father,  and  who  shall  be  his  crown 
of  rejoicing  forever  and  ever.  And  so  it  is  with  all  who 
faithfuly  labor  in  the  service  of  Christ.  The  effects  of  their 
labors  cannot  be  estimated  till  they  are  seen  in  eternity. 
The  seed  which  they  sow  may  long  lie  buried  in  the  ground  ; 
but  it  will  spring  up  and  bear  fruit  unto  life  eternal,  and  the 
immortal  harvest  they  shall  share  with  others  in  the  world 
of  light. 

3.  The  works  of  the  pious  follow  them  in  the  direct  and 
glorious  rewards  which  God  will  bestow  upon  them  in  heav- 
en. I  say,  direct  rewards ;  and  by  this  I  mean,  that  in  addi- 
tion to  the  natural  effect  of  good-doing  to  improve  the  charac- 
ter, and  thus  to  increase  the  capacity  for  future  happiness, 
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the  Scriptures  lead  us  to  believe,  that  God  will  hereafter 
manifest  his  rich  grace,  his  supreme  love  of  holiness,  in 
specially  and  munificently  rewarding  every  work,  done  in 
obedience  to  him  in  this  state  of  probation.  I  have  already 
touched  on  this  topic,  and  need  not  now  enlarge. 

He,  who  has  placed  us  here,  under  a  dispensation  of  grace, 
in  a  world  where  so  much  good  needs  to  be  done ;  the  poor, 
the  ignorant,  the  sinful  and  the  perishing,  surrounding  us  on 
every  side ;  would  encourage  us  to  abound  in  beneficent  ac- 
tion, by  assuring  us,  that  no  service  done  for  the  honor  of  his 
name  and  the  good  of  others,  shall  pass  unrewarded,  but  shall 
be  followed  hereafter  by  special  tokens  of  his  approbation. 
He  beholds  the  humblest  of  his  children  in  their  endeavors  to 
serve  and  glorify  him  in  the  world.  He  causes  to  be  en- 
tered in  the  book  of  his  remembrance  every  effort  made 
to  grow  in  knowledge  and  in  grace,  every  testimony  borne 
to  truth,  every  importunate  prayer  offered  for  its  suc- 
cess, every  disinterested  act  of  self-denial,  every  deed  of 
charity,  every  seasonable  reproof,  every  wholesome  counsel, 
every  sigh  of  pity,  every  tear  of  sympathy,  every  aspiration 
after  more  conformity  to  his  will  and  greater  meetness  for 
heaven.  These  and  all  other  exercises  and  acts  put  forth  in 
the  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness,  he  will  remember  and 
reward  with  distinguished  favor  in  the  great  day  of  account. 
And  the  rewards,  which  he  will  bestow,  will  not  be  measur- 
ed by  the  un worthiness  and  scantiness  of  our  poor  services ; 
but  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace  in  Christ  Jesus.  For 
a  little  service  rendered  here  he  will  bestow  great  and  ever- 
lasting rewards  hereafter,  life,  joy,  endless  blessedness  in  his 
presence.  Then  shall  be  the  manifestation  of  the  sons  of  God. 
The  righteous  thall  shine  forth  as  the  sun  in  the  kingdom  of 
their  Father,  and  during  eternal  ages  shall  possess  in  full  fru- 
ition those  joys  which  forever  flow  at  God's  right  hand. 
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What  now,  my  dear  brethren,  is  the  proper  improvement 
of  this  subject  ? 

1.  To  raise  our  eyes  in  adoration  and  gratitude  to  the  bless- 
ed Saviour  who  has  opened  before  us  such  animating  pros- 
pects in  respect  to  the  future  world.  He  speaks  to  us  from 
that  world ;  he  has  drawn  aside  the  veil,  and  invites  us  to 
come  near  and  contemplate  the  glorious  inheritance  prepared 
for  the  saints  in  light.  Death  and  the  grave  are  vanquished 
enemies.  Our  risen  and  glorified  Lord  has  triumphed  over 
them ;  and  now  bids  us  follow  him,  in  joy  and  hope,  to  take 
possession  of  the  mansions  made  ready  for  us  in  glory. 
Thanks  be  unto  God  who  giveth  us  the  victory  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  shall  be  more  than  conquerors 
through  him  that  loved  us.  Lift  up  your  eyes  then,  friends 
of  the  risen,  reigning  Redeemer,  and  admit  to  your  bosom 
the  precious  hopes  which  his  words  are  fitted  to  inspire. 
Because  I  live,  ye  shall  live  also.  The  pledge  of  future,  im- 
mortal life  in  heaven  is  given  in  the  resurrection  of  Him,  to 
whom  you  have  committed  your  souls.  He  has  taken  away 
for  you  the  sting  of  death ;  has  passed  before  you  through 
the  dark  valley,  and  now  calls  you  from  his  throne  in  heaven 
to  come  up  hither,  and  behold  and  share  in  the  blessedness 
which  he  has  in  reserve  for  all  them  that  love  him.  How 
great,  my  brethren,  are  your  privileges  !  How  unspeakable 
your  indebtedness  to  Christ,  the  source  of  them !  But  for 
the  light  which  shines  from  his  blessed  Gospel,  how  dark  the 
future  world  !  How  full  of  glory  now !  Your  elder  Brother, 
at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne,  has  gone  to  prepare  a  place 
for  you.  Found  in  him,  you  shall  die  in  peace  ;  shall  enter 
into  rest ;  shall  cease  from  sorrow  and  be  eternally  blessed. 
What,  then,  is  the  proper  frame  of  spirit  for  you  to  possess  ? 
To  have  your  conversation  in  heaven ;  to  be  looking  for,  and 
hasting  to  the  coming  of  your  Lord  and  Saviour,  that  you 
may  be  found  of  him  in  peace,  meet  for  the  inheritance  of 
the  saints  in  light. 
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2.  Let  our  subject  teach  us  to  place  a  proper  estimate  up- 
on our  present  conduct.  Our  works  here  are  for  eternity. 
They  follow  us  into  the  spiritual  world,  and  there  become  the 
elements  of  endless  joy  or  wo,  according  as  they  flowed  from 
a  spirit  of  love  to  the  Redeemer,  or  were  done  in  disregard 
of  his  will  and  glory.  Every  thing  we  do  is  a  seed  of  futu- 
rity ;  and  is  daily  ripening  into  heaven  or  hell.  It  is  here  we 
receive  the  stamp,  the  impression  for  our  whole  existence  ; 
here  we  are  continually  laying  up  treasures  in  heaven,  or  pre- 
paring for  ourselves  a  cup  of  trembling  in  the  world  of  despair. 
How  constraining  a  motive  is  here  presented  to  enter  early 
into  the  service  of  God,  and  always  to  abound  in  his  wrork, 
forasmuch  as  we  know  that  our  work  shall  not  be  in  vain  in 
the  Lord  ?  And  how  strange  too,  that  with  this  solemn  truth 
before  us,  we  should  ever  trifle  with  time,  or  be  indifferent  to 
the  course  of  our  thoughts  and  actions  from  day  to  day? 
Consider,  my  friends,  what  a  world  is  before  you  ;  how  near, 
how  solemn  the  eternity  to  which  you  are  hastening ;  and  as 
all  you  do  here  is  connected  with  eternity,  and  must  follow 
you  in  its  results  into  the  unseen  world ;  ever  be  on  your 
guard ;  ever  strive  to  live  in  such  a  manner,  so  near  to  God, 
and  so  devoted  to  his  will,  that  your  death  may  be  peace, 
and  your  end  everlasting  life. 

3.  Let  our  subject  teach  us  submission  in  the  death  of 
christian  friends.  No ;  submission  is  not  the  right  word.  It  is 
too  cold.  Let  us  learn  to  mingle  joy  and  gratitude  with  sub- 
mission, when  our  dear  christian  friends  are  taken  from  us. 
They  are  gone  from  our  presence  and  society ;  but  they  are 
not  lost  to  God  or  to  happiness.  They  are  present  with  their 
Lord  and  Saviour,  enjoying,  in  everlasting  blessedness,  the 
fruits  of  their  prayers  and  labors  here  on  the  earth.  The 
gracious  purpose  of  God,  in  respect  to  their  continuance  here 
below,  has  been  accomplished.  From  year  to  year,  he  was 
preparing  them,  by  the  varied  discipline  of  his  providence 
and  grace,  for  a  higher  sphere  of  usefulness  and  happiness 
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in  heaven ;  and  now  that  he  has  taken  them  from  us,  it  is 
only  to  fill  that  place,  and  perform  those  services  for  which 
he  had  been  preparing  them  while  here  below.  And  should 
it  grieve  us,  that  the  friends  whom  we  loved,  have  been  call- 
ed to  go  up  higher ;  to  enter  into  a  state,  in  which  they  are 
more  holy,  more  happy,  and  more  useful,  than  they  ever  were, 
or  could  be,  in  this  imperfect  and  sinful  world  ?  Our  loss  is 
their  gain ;  and  as  God  is  pleased  and  glorified  in  their  re- 
moval from  earth  to  heaven,  we  should  be  satisfied.  In  the 
lonelines  and  sadness  of  bereavement,  we  are  ready  to  feel 
as  if  our  departed  friends  were  taken  from  us  forever ;  that 
we  shall  never  see  them  again,  and  never  mingle  with  them 
in  sweet  fellowship  and  communion.  But  this  is  all  sense. 
Faith  teaches  us  another  lesson.  But  a  little  while,  and,  if 
found  in  the  Saviour  whom  they  loved,  and  in  whom  they 
died,  we  shall  be  with  them,  where  they  are,  in  the  presence 
of  God  and  the  Lamb,  clothed  in  robes  of  light,  as  they  are, 
and  forever  praise  and  magnify  the  wisdom  and  love  display- 
ed in  the  time  and  manner  of  their  removal  from  us,  as  well 
as  in  the  joy  and  blessedness  that  crown  their  immortal  ex- 
istence. 

I  need  not  stop  to  press  these  considerations  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  numerous  mourners  present  on  this  occasion. 
They  will  take  them  to  their  bosoms,  and  derive  from  them 
the  consolation  and  support  which  they  so  much  need  in  this 
time  of  their  visitation.  Their  loss  is  indeed  great.  We  all 
feel  it ;  we  all  sympathize  with  them  in  their  bereavement ; 
and  while  we  mingle  our  tears  with  theirs,  we  come  with 
them  to  the  same  source  for  comfort  and  support  in  the  deep  af- 
fliction which  has  come  upon  us.  A  voice  from  heaven  speaks ; 
let  us  hear  its  gracious  words : — Blessed  are  the  dead  that 
die  in  the  Lord ;  yea,  saith  the  Spirit ;  that  they  may  rest 
from  their  labors ;  and  their  works  do  follow  them.  This 
Scripture,  so  fraught  with  consolation  and  hope,  is,  we  be- 
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lieve,  eminently  applicable  to  the  state  and  character  of  that 
excellent  woman,  whose  mortal  remains  are  before  us. 

It  is  not  my  habit  to  eulogize  the  dead ;  nor  shall  I  do  so 
now,  offending,  as  I  know  I  should,  in  that  case,  against  that 
instinctive  shrinking  from  public  notice  and  commendation 
for  which  the  deceased  was  so  remarkable.  But  it  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  inspired  example,  and  with  the  dictates  of 
gratitude  and  affection,  to  speak  well  of  those  who  have  done 
well  in  the  service  of  the  Lord,  and  to  hold  up  their  exam- 
ple to  encourage  others  to  go  and  do  likewise.  With  this 
view,  a  few  brief  notices  of  the  deceased  will  not  be  deemed 
improper. 

Mrs.  Delia  Williams,  who  has  just  entered  into  her  rest, 
was  the  youngest  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Oliver  Ellsworth,  form- 
erly Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States.*  Her  uncommonly 
amiable  disposition  gained  for  her  the  affection  and  esteem  of 
her  companions  in  early  life ;  and  sanctified  by  divine  grace, 
she  became  a  model  of  female  excellence,  in  every  situation 
which  she  was  called  to  fill.  She  possessed  a  rare  combina- 
tion of  intellectual,  social,  and  moral  qualities,  all  so  adjust- 
ed and  harmonized,  as  to  form  an  admirably  symmetrical  and 
finished  character.  The  habits  of  her  mind  were  eminently 
practical.  There  was  nothing  fanciful  or  speculative  about 
it.  Life  was  to  her  a  serious  reality;  and  she  lived  as 
among  realities,  to  act  and  to  do  good.  A  sound  judgment, 
a  kind  heart,  a  large,  active  benevolence,  singular  disinterest- 
edness, together  with  unfeigned  humility  and  a  tenderness  of 
conscience  that  made  her  peculiarly  regardful  of  duty,  and 
entirely  decided  in  doing  what  she  believed  to  be  right, — 
these  were  traits  of  character,  which  justly  endeared  her  to 
a  numerous  circle  of  friends,  and  secured  for  her  an  influence 

*  She  was  born  at  Windsor,  Ct.,  January  27, 1789;  was  married  January  7, 1812; 
and  died  of  peripneumony,  after  a  severe  illness  of  7  days,  June  25,  1840,  in  the 
S2d  year  of  her  age, 
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of  the  most  happy  and  useful  kind.  She  had  a  frankness  of 
disposition,  an  ease  of  access,  and  a  readiness  to  enter  into 
the  feelings  and  consult  the  happiness  of  others,  which  made 
her  the  cheerful  and  chosen  companion  of  persons  of  every  age. 
Simplicity  was  a  beautiful  and  striking  trait  in  her  character. 
She  had  frothing  showy,  nothing  ostentatious, — all  was  plain, 
practical  good  sense ;  neatness,  economy,  generous  open- 
hearted  kindness.  While  she  filled  the  elevated  station,  in 
which  she  was  placed,  with  a  dignity  and  propriety  which 
commanded  universal  respect,  and  regarded,  with  becoming- 
attention,  the  forms  of  society,  she  never  did  any  thing  for 
effect  or  display ;  but  felt  the  increased  obligation,  imposed 
upon  her,  by  her  situation  in  life,  to  let  her  light  shine  before 
men,  and  to  employ  her  influence  and  her  substance  in  doing 
good.  Divine  providence  placed  her  in  a  situation  in  which 
she  possessed  the  means  of  distinguished  usefulness,  and  di- 
vine grace  gave  her  a  heart  to  employ  those  means  in  the 
most  judicious  and  efficacious  manner.  She  felt,  and  uni- 
formly acted  on  the  principle,  that  property  was  not  placed 
in  her  hands  to  attract  the  gaze  or  admiration  of  others,  or 
to  be  lavished  on  personal  vanity  and  pride ;  but  to  be  used 
by  her,  as  a  steward  of  God,  for  the  honor  of  his  name  and 
the  good  of  his  creatures.  She  moved  about,  as  a  ministering 
angel,  among  the  poor,  the  needy  and  the  suffering ;  and  ev- 
ery plan  of  benevolence,  worthy  of  patronage,  was  sure  to 
receive  her  ready  and  generous  support.  On  her  sick  bed, 
her  heart  was  still  upon  doing  good  ;  and  when  her  strength 
was  fast  failing  her,  she  remembered,  with  unabated  inte- 
rest, the  Widow's  and  Orphan's  Society,  her  class  in  the 
Sabbath  school,  and  the  families  among  whom  she  had  been 
accustomed  to  distribute  tracts  and  books.  Her  plans  of  use- 
fulness were  formed  with  great  judgment,  and  executed  with 
uncommon  promptness ;  one  reason  of  which  was,  she  acted 
from  principle,  and  never  allowed  herself  to  spend  an  idle 
moment.     Her  charities,  known  in  their  full  extent  only  to 
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herself  and  her  God,  were  measured  out,  by  a  judicious  esti- 
mate of  the  relative  importance  of  the  objects  soliciting  her 
aid,  and  were  always  bestowed  in  the  most  kind  and  cheer- 
ful manner.  No  vain  excuses,  no  pitiful  evasions,  no  sar- 
castic remark,  or  cold  look,  wounding  the  feelings  of  the  ap- 
plicant, ever  escaped  her,  when  a  right  object  was  present- 
ed,  or  a  fair  demand  was  made  on  her  charity.  She  acted 
on  the  principle,  that  God  loveth  a  cheerful  giver ;  and  she 
knew  that  there  is  a  way  of  bestowing  charity,  which  does 
more  hurt  than  withholding  it.  As  a  Sabbath  school  teach- 
er, as  a  tract  distributer,  as  an  officer  and  director  in  several 
of  our  charitable  societies,  and  as  a  warm  friend  and  gene- 
rous patron  of  them  all,  she  exerted  a  happy  and  most  useful 
influence ;  and  was  always  faithful,  conscientious  and  prompt, 
in  discharging  the  duties  imposed  upon  her  in  the  various  rela- 
tions she  sustained  in  life.  Her  influence  as  a  doer  of  good 
will  long  be  missed  among  us ;  and  to  supply  the  loss  of  it 
will  be  extremely  difficult. 

While  Mrs.  Williams  occupied  so  elevated  a  station,  and 
accomplished  so  much  good  by  her  efforts,  she  was  one  of 
the  most  humble  and  unassuming  of  women.  She  entertain- 
ed alow  estimate  of  herself,  perhaps  even  to  a  fault;  and 
always  felt  that  others  in  her  situation  would  do  more  and 
better  than  she  did.  Humility  was  indeed  a  most  prominent 
trait  in  her  character ;  and  while  she  always  put  the  best 
construction  upon  the  motives  and  conduct  of  others,  she 
subjected  her  own  to  the  severest  scrutiny.  Envy  and  jeal- 
ousy,— those  meannesses  which  corrupt  the  heart  and  mar 
the  character  of  so  many  in  the  higher  walks  of  life, — found 
no  place  in  her  bosom.  Her  temper  was  incapable  of  as- 
perity. She  never  spoke  of  the  faults  of  others,  but  to  find 
some  apology  for  them.  The  law  of  kindness  was  in  her 
tongue ;  and  during  the  many  years  I  have  known  her,  and 
known  her  intimately,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  her 
utter  a  word  of  detraction,  or  make  an  ill-natured  remark 
respecting  any  human  being. 
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Her  standard  of  duty,  in  general,  and  of  christian  charac- 
ter, in  particular,  was  unusually  high;  and  this,  together 
with  a  constitutional  diffidence  and  cautiousness,  led  her  to 
form  a  very  low  opinion  of  her  religious  attainments,  and 
often  greatly  to  distrust  the  sincerity  of  her  piety  and  the 
soundness  of  her  hope.     But  this,  instead  of  repressing  or 
holding  her  back  in  duty,  seemed  rather  to  stir  her  up  to 
greater  activity  and  diligence  in  the   service   of  her  Lord. 
She  loved  the  house  of  God  and  the  meeting  for  religious  con- 
ference and  prayer.     Whoever  else  might  be  absent,  Mrs. 
Williams  was  always  in  her  place,  encouraging  her  pastor 
by  her  presence,  and  her  fellow  Christians  by  her  example. 
It  was  not  till  1834,  that  she  made  a  public  profession  of  her 
faith  in  Christ,  though  her  friends  entertained  the  hope,  that 
she  was  a  Christain  previous  to  that  period.     However  that 
may  be,  it  is  certain  that  having  assumed  the  responsibilities 
of  a  christian  profession,  she  became  more  decided  and  ac- 
tive, endeavoring,  in  all  things,  to  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God 
her  Saviour;  and  to  those  who  have  best  known  her,  it  was 
apparent  that  she  was  ever  steadily  advancing  in  the  divine 
life,  and,  for  some  months  past,  fast  preparing  for  the  great 
change  which  has  now  removed  her  from  us.     Her  sickness 
was  short  and  severe ;  but  borne  with  great  calmness  of  mind, 
and  quiet  submission  to  the  will  of  God.     I  might  mention 
many  things  of  interest,  which  fell  from  her  lips,  during  her 
sickness.     But  it  is   not  necessary.     The  best  testimony  to 
the  reality  of  her  religion,  and  the  sincerity  of  her  hope,  is 
furnished  by  her  consistent,  useful,   devoted  christian  life. 
She   died   as    she  lived,  distrustful  of  herself,    but  confid- 
ing in  her  God.     She  said,  as  the  hour  of  dissolution  was 
drawing  on  :  "The  grace  of  Christ  is  sufficient  for  me;  he 
can  save  me,  as  great  a  sinner  as  I  am."     She  afterwards 
added: — "  I  can  trust  my  all  in  the  hands  of  him  who  died 
to  save  me."     But  a  few  hours  before  her  decease,  she  said 
to  her  brother,  who  was  conversing  with  her: — "Dying,  the 
grave,  dissolution  are  of  little  consideration  in  my  view,  I  do 
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not  think  of  them  ;  but  it  is  appearing  before  God, — this,  this 
is  the  great  thing."  Yes,  dear,  faithful  friend,  this  is  the 
great  thing ;  and  thou  hast  now  appeared  in  that  presence ; 
and  though  often  fearing  and  trembling  here  in  thy  earthly 
pilgrimage,  thou  hast,  we  doubt  not,  already  heard  from  the 
lips  of  thy  Saviour,  the  plaudit: — Well  done,  good  and  faith- 
ful servant;  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord. 

"  Self-sacrificing,  upright,  pure, 

Of  feeble  hope  the  guide; 
With  judgment  clear,  a  soul  serene, 

And  wealth  without  its  pride. 
The  widow 'd  hearts  in  lowly  cell 

Must  long  thy  loss  deplore, 
The  orphans  wait  thy  step  in  vain, 

Thou  com'st  to  them  no  more. 

The  path  of  duty  and  of  zeal 

Who  now  like  thee  shall  tread? 
And  deeply  for  ourselves  we  mourn 

That  thou  art  of  the  dead." 

To  the  members  of  this  church,  the  death  of  Mrs.  Williams 
speaks  in  loud  and  monitory  language.  Removed  in  the 
midst  of  her  days,  and  of  her  usefulness,  while  her  services 
were  so  much  needed  among  us,  and  she  seemed  qualified  to 
do  so  much  good ;  how  aftectingly  are  we  admonished  by 
this  event,  of  the  uncertainty  of  human  life,  and  the  great 
importance  of  doing  with  our  might,  whatever  our  hands  find 
to  do.  We  are  all  mourners  on  this  occasion.  One  of  our 
warmest  friends,  and  most  active  and  useful  members,  is  re- 
moved from  us ;  so  soon  too,  after  another  had  been  taken, 
who  had  long  been  a  faithful  office-bearer  in  the  church,  and 
a  most  consistent  and  devoted  follower  of  the  Saviour.* 
The  Lord  is  indeed  coming  near  to  us,  in  calling  from  our 
midst  so  many  of  his  faithful  servants  and  friends.  How 
greatly  have  we  been  afflicted,  in  this  respect,  within  the  last 

*  Deacon  Aaron  Colton,  who  died  June  4th- 
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three  years  ?  Our  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ,  our  most 
pious  and  faithful  helpers  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  are  fast 
leaving  us, — leaving  us,  blessed  be  his  name,  for  spheres  of 
higher  usefulness  and  purer  happiness  in  heaven.  May 
survivors  be  quickened  to  follow  them,  who,  through  faith  and 
patience,  have  gone  to  inherit  the  promises.  May  they  see 
the  necessity  of  increased  activity  in  religion,  on  their  part, 
as  the  work  to  be  done  presses  with  increasing  demands  on 
their  hands,  and  the  number  of  faithful  laborers  is  diminish- 
ed. Let  the  example  of  your  deceased  sister,  beloved  friends, 
excite  you  to  greater  fidelity  in  the  service  of  your  Lord. 
Let  her  sickness  and  death  admonish  you,  that  your  oppor- 
tunities of  doing  good  and  getting  good,  will  soon  be  at 
an  end.  Let  the  activity,  the  benevolence,  the  conscientious- 
ness, the  disinterestedness  and  practical  self-denial, — vir- 
tues, which  so  eminently  adorned  the  character  of  our  de- 
ceased friend, — be  engrafted  upon  your  own,  and  prepare 
you  to  come  forward  and  fill  the  vacancy  of  useful  influence, 
occasioned  by  her  removal  from  the  midst  of  us.  And  let 
the  respect  which  is  now  paid  to  her  memory,  by  all  who 
knew  her  w^orth,  and  the  blessed  hope  she  has  left  us,  that 
she  has  gone  to  be  present  with  her  God,  teach  you  renew= 
edly  the  truth  and  importance  of  his  own  declaration : — 
Them  that  honor  me,  I  will  honor,  and  they  that  despise  me, 

shall  be  lightly  esteemed. 

May  the  Spirit  of  grace  teach  us  these  lessons,  and  make 
us  all  learn  them  with  power,  that  when  our  Jord  Jesus  shall 
come  to  call  us  hence  by  death,  or  shall  appear  with  all  his 
saints  in  the  great  rising  day,  we  may  be  found  ready  for  his 
coming,  and  enter  into  the  jo3rs  of  his  eternal  kingdom. 
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THOUGHTS  ON  HEARING  OF  THE  DEATH  OF 
MRS.  THOMAS  S.  WILLIAMS. 

It  is  not  when  the  good  obey 

The  summons  of  their  God, 
And  meekly  take  the  narrow  couch 

Beneath  the  burial  sod, 
That  keenest  anguish  pours  its  wail 

Despairing,  o'er  their  rest, 
For  praise  should  mingle  with  the  pang 

That  wrings  the  mourner's  breast. 

It  is  not  when  the  saint  departs, 

Whose  wealth  was  hid  on  high, 
That  bitterest  tears  of  grief  should  gush 

From  sad  bereavement's  eye, 
For  in  the  consummation  blest, 

Of  every  wish  and  prayer, 
They  to  their  Father's  courts  ascend, 

And  find  a  mansion  there. 

And  yet,  oh  Friend,  rever'd  and  blest, 

Who  from  our  arms,  this  day, 
Hast  risen  to  gain  thy  perfect  rest, 

In  Heaven's  all  cloudless  ray, 
Though  faith  reveals  thee  to  our  view, 

From  every  sorrow  free, 
How  shall  we  check  the  bursting  tear 

That  warmly  flows  for  thee  ? 

Self-sacrificing,  upright,  pure, 

Of  feeble  hope  the  guide, 
With  judgment  clear,  a  soul  serene, 

And  wealth  without  its  pride. 
The  widow'd  hearts  in  lowly  cell, 

Must  long  thy  loss  deplore, 
The  orphans  wait  thy  step  in  vain, 

Thou  com'st  to  them  no  more. 

The  path  of  duty  and  of  zeal, 

Who  now  like  thee,  shall  tread  ! 
And  deeply  for  ourselves  we  mourn 

That  thou  art  of  the  dead. 


Friday  Morning,  June  26th, 
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